
 

 

 
Discover the Secret Life of Carols in Lympstone 

Think you know all about the carol? Think again! Acclaimed medieval group The Telling bring the 
stories behind the earliest carols from the Middle Ages and traditional carols from across Europe 
to Lympstone Entertainments complete with candlelight, beautiful animation and atmosphere. As 
heard on BBC Radio 4’s Saturday Live! with Reverend Richard Coles and Aasmah Mir and 
alongside Prue Leith last year.  

Medieval music group The Telling kick off their critically acclaimed Christmas tour Secret Life of Carols at 
Lympstone Parish Church, Lympstone, near Exmouth on 29th November, 7.30pm. The programme 
explores a mix of uplifting and intimate medieval English carols and traditional carols from Finland, 
Germany, Austria, France and Catalonia, in an atmospheric setting with candlelit, accompanied by beautiful 
animated films by animator Kate Anderson. 

The Telling has a growing reputation for intimate, staged concerts to bring old music off the page.  “You 
don’t need to know anything about classical or medieval music to enjoy and come along – and even to join 
a singing session so you can join in some of the carols in the concert,” explains singer Clare Norburn. “We 
perform some numbers while moving around the audience and use lighting and candlelight and we’ll tell 
you some of the stories behind the carols too. Carols were quite revolutionary in their day.  They were the 
music of the people, in the language of the people – at a time 
when the church service was in Latin. They were all about joining 
in.”   

Last December, The Telling had the most amazing response to 
their live performance of carols on BBC Radio 4's Saturday Live 
show with Richard Coles and Aasmah Mir - alongside Bake Off 
presenter Prue Leith: “We swapped mincemeat recipes with her 
in the greenroom!” adds Norburn, “and there was something 
about the special quiet stillness in the hustle and build up to 
Christmas that clearly spoke to people. We had an amazing response including this lovely email: 

On Saturday I drove my daughter to her carols rehearsal, got in the car to drive home, and turned on the 
radio. Saturday Live, a programme I never listen to, and I was set to turn it off when you started to sing 
Lullay, my child, and I was captivated by it. Spellbound, really.” 

The Telling’s performance in Lympstone is the first show of a 10-date tour funded by Arts Council England 
this December. It will also provide a preview of The Telling’s free Advent Carol Calendar which they’ll be 
running on Twitter (follow them on @thetellingmusic) and YouTube 
(https://www.youtube.com/user/thetellingmusic). They will be releasing a new film of a verse of a 
different carol, together with secret carol facts, each day from 1st to 24th December. And the group’s CD of 
Secret Life of Carols has also just been released on First Hand Records and can be bought at the concerts 
and online at www.thetelling.co.uk/shop. 

Featuring the following:  
Clare Norburn voice 

Ariane Prüssner voice, percussion  

Kaisa Pulkkinen harp 

Kate Anderson animation 

Patience Tomlinson actor reading Christmas poems & prose about Christmas traditions down the ages 

• Secret Life of Carols tour & Advent Carol Calendar is funded by Arts Council England 

• Secret Life of Carols (the CD) was released in the UK on 8 Nov on the First Hand Records label  
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